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Young people, Let's aim for the world!
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Life is either a daring adventure or nothing (Helen Adams Keller)
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The 2nd Part (52 88) : Let's aim for the world!

(Venue) Kaderu2-7/Eminence Hall (Keio plaza hotel Sapporo) <12:30~15:00>

GroupA. 777 « F7€77 =7 (Asia/Oceania) Kaderu 2-7
GroupB. 3—0Ow/\ - 7717/ (Europe/ Africa) Kaderu 2-7
Group C. 4tk - @@k (North America / Latin America) Kaderu 2-7
Group D. 1#57:&#E (The five countries in the world) Keio plaza hotel
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A Asial/lOceania

Nepal * Australia « Kazakhstan- Cambodia

Coordinator : Canbul Ozge (Turkey - Graduated
school at Hokkaido University)
Assistant : /\EF F1E ALIRRRPFHEEFR)
SR TEE kAR BB GLIRERESRSR) P,
Adviser : BR ##A (Chen Yao Bo - &7 - ALIRER AR B
A ) SE =& (ERYATF I X LR
S INE F AERFBERS VT« THEHRE) §

Nepal

Speaker : Sadashankar Rinkey (#LiZEIFEAS )

Introduction of Nepal

* The flag of Nepal is the only flag in the world
withtriangle shape.

* Nepal is a landlocked country surrounded by
mountains which borders with India and China.

* The cuisine of Nepal include : Momos,Dal Bhat,
etc.

* Presidential residence and office is called Shital
Niwas and located in the capital, Kathmandu.

* There are many Buddhist and Hindu temples.

Australia
5| Speaker : Ashleigh Dollin (L&EAZ AR

Introduction of Australia

+ Australia celebrates Chistmas in summer.
+ Australia is the smallest continent but the largest
island in the world.

+ Australia has many deadly animals.

+ Australia has a very dierse climate and culture.
School Life:
Ditters per state
NSW:Kindergarten to year 10(4.5 to 5.5 years
old to 15.5-16.5) is compulsory

Year 11-12 higher school certificate or TAFE

or full-time employment until 17 years old
University/Tafe/Apprenticeship: Choose a course
that suits your intended career path

14
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Kazakhstan Speaker: Aituar Tulipkaliyev <dtigiAAzm>

The content of my presentation included general facts, culture, festivals, traditions, education,
souvenirs, tourist places in Kazakhstan, as well as tips for learning English and SDG.

| said that Kazakhstan is the 9th largest country in the world and that most people living in
Kazakhstan speak Kazakh, Russian, English. | also talked about the traditional event as Nauryz - the
new year of the Turkic peoples. | told and showed photos of the most beautiful and interesting
tourist places in Kazakhstan, such as Baiterek, Akhmet Yassawi's, Mosque, Kaindy Lake, the central
mosque of Astana, etc. Regarding SDG, | gave an example of the EXPO 2017 exhibition, the theme of
which was green energy and green technologies.

As for tips on learning English, | advised you to watch videos, movies in English and not be afraid to make
mistakes when speaking in English. | tried to convey the most important information about Kazakhstan
in the most interesting and interactive way possible by asking questions during the presentation.

My presentation was in English, and | was very surprised by the level of English proficiency of the
students, as they actively participated in the process of answering my questions and demonstrated
a complete understanding of the content of my presentation. | was also surprised that the students
did not hesitate to ask a lot of interesting questions in English. | was also very pleased with the
organization of the event, as all the instructions were clear and clearly formulated.

Cambodia speaker:Heng Chikhoueng (tiEiEAS)
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{Group Outline Coordinator : Canbul Ozge (Turkey) »

In Group A, which consisted of countries from Asia and Oceania, we had presentations from Australia,
Cambodia, Inner Mongolia, Kazakhstan, and Nepal. The presentations were shaped under three main
themes: we moved onto the introduction of our speakers’ respective countries, differences or
similarities between Japan and their home countries, and finally, any tips they might have for the
prospective students regarding learning English and advancing their language skills.

During the presentations, we had the opportunity to talk about and compare the customs, cultural
elements, and educational systems, especially regarding secondary and higher education; for instance,
in Cambodian high schools, classes start at 7:00 but finish at 17:00. Additionally, while Japan
experiences four seasons throughout the year all across the country, Cambodia only has two seasons,
dry and wet. While there are quite a few similarities concerning the lifestyle of high schoolers and
university students between Australia and Japan, club activities are taken much more seriously in
Japan; however, they are mainly viewed as fun extra-curricular pursuits in Australia. We learned about
Inner Mongolian traditions, festivals, and cuisine, as well as how Japanese train stations are much
larger than Inner Mongolian stations and include so many facilities. Through the presentation about
Kazakhstan, we got a glimpse of its beautiful nature and cuisine. Also, we learned that while it is
officially a bilingual country, English can also be considered the third language, unofficially, as it is
used widely in many socio-economical areas. We learned that the flag of Nepal is the only flag in the
world with a triangle shape, and Nepalese architecture usually fuses traditional and modern elements.
Yet, the architecture of the Buddhist temples in Japan and Nepal is quite different.

Lastly, all our speakers agreed that consuming authentic media, via reading and writing, in English
is as important as practising productive language skills, writing, and speaking, and it is crucial not to
be afraid to make mistakes and use every chance to practice as much as possible.

My Impression (As Coordinator) ] Canbul Ozge

As a coordinator, it has been an amazing experience and a privilege to be a part of the 45th Sapporo
International Night. While it was my first time acting as a coordinator, | am genuinely grateful for the
opportunity and thankful to have worked alongside the fantastic team, which was Group A. Hence,
| would like to extend my gratitude to our Speakers, Assistants, and Advisers once again. Although
we were slightly plagued by a series of bad luck, including accidents and Covid-19, through everyone’s
perseverance, Group A managed to deliver excellent presentations. | hope that for all the participants
and the audience, especially the high school students, the event was as unforgettable and wonderful
as it was for our group.




Adviser, Yao Bo Chen (Sapporo International University)

Year 2022 marks the 3rd year into global coronavirus pandemic, and new confirmed cases are still
being reported on a daily basis. Notwithstanding all the difficulties and uncertainties, the 45th Sapporo
International Night was once again a huge success. The event itself is remarkable for its multinational,
transcontinental nature. In this event, joined by so many local and international students, we were
able to share different thoughts on education system, culture and other aspects of our life. More
importantly, we welcomed Princess Akiko of Mikasa as our keynote speaker, and her highness
enlightened us by sharing a glimpse of her overseas experiences and introspection. | was very touched
by her inspiring and intellectual sense. Overall, this event undoubtfully has brought everyone an
unforgettable experience that will deeply influence us for many years to come.

Adviser §5F E& (ERYOTF I X MMLIR)
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Assistant /N\EF FTE (Ayaka Ono * #LIRFIRREHEFR)

In our group, speakers introduced the differences between Japan and their countries. Through this
comparison, | was able to learn about the positive and not-so-positive aspects of Japan that | had
not noticed before. | felt strongly that | need to deepen my understanding of Japan, and become
able to explain about my country well to others when | go abroad, like the speakers.

In addition, while communicating with international students in Japanese, | realized that the
Japanese | normally use is quite vague. For example, the subject may be missing, sentences may be
long, particles may be wrong and so on. Such sentences are understandable to those born and raised
in Japan, but difficult to understand for those from overseas. | found that, in our globalized world,
we need to reconsider our style of communication. I'd like to continue to think about what kind of
language is easy to understand for people learning Japanese and what is important when
communicating with people from different cultures. It was really fun to talk with many people,
including teachers and international students. Thank you very much.

Assistant {£4 K EFP (FLIRERERSR)

SEARY FDESEE LTEETERT LISPDTDRERT LD, JIb—TDHITHR— LTV :
fEWe . BITRDTES T ETHDADY R— EHATERY & B LRI TIEFR S NEUERRK
HEEBESN. ETCHRWMERICEVE L, T, dBEICLS > L2 S3BFEEDA L & RBICKEEFE S T2
REDNTERDIFAICES>TETHLEELGRER T LI, e, EEHREPDTIV—TAVN—DHEREDP
WDENTTLEYTIHMEAENGED S TeZNTNDOADEICDOWVWT KU R HEESEH ) £ Lic, EDRE
EPTEDEBGE. BERDHBZ EICODVWTEBHEETEDIEFEBEAATIH. HEEHIEZ S8 LR
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PDOT—IDBREY ., FELTLNEADERSBVE LEASEBZERTTITOEY, SERELCYIV—TIC
BOTEETAEIEANY FOBEEREZERI GV, BETCETCVET, TEeiHNEEUSMLIEWE
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Group|iRNEURORE//AERICA

D Cabo verde « Egypt * Belgium « Czech - Italy

Coordinators : #8H ik (ALIREFRKF)
" Rahman Sadniman (Bangladesh - Graduate Student at Hokkaido Univ.)
Assistants : =#F ¥y (LEFERFRR) /EE X - 4K B WLIREESR)
Advisors /iR BEF (AFSHLIE)  #F #52 (ILBERFEXFEER)

Coordinator EHFK (+LIREEKF )

IEBDTIV—TDERT—<IE. SHEDEVEZLERLPTVLSICEALCT—ITHE—LE Lz, R,

BYAT L, EEFFRD=DTY, HRVIE. ZTOEMBDOXIL. THEH. BEEHLRCIENSZ A MDD
T. BEFHEDHFEEZ—KITESZDTIEEVHNERWVE T, BHEVATLEEFZHRIEZ. SREICEITT
DTLEVIEDT, 7VRAZY FEREDEAEBEVGEELE Lz, 12U T7DEEXRTIE. FRYD/IN—
TRXFTDA—ZNIVERBN LE L, EHRAGKEDRE. BNYIEEADGHENEZZNS 2B,
BEOELNSHHNYVE LIc, FTORRE—IVHABET. HRA—DEEETHAHT EENDTH>IEADZLWVE
Lfco NIVF—TREEVRATLHFELIGBEEINE L (21 RX—=IUBRE), ITITFDREXTIE. 1 AT A
HICEATEERIDZLBNATN. TVTNOFBEHNLKRCENE Lfze A—ART VT Tld. A—KRJzx
W7« 7 LA —IVEBDREEHARETEAGBERICEDZDHOHDBEN TN, TOERDEVWESKREIZELAT
WELTeo TORSITHDWVEBPLSEBLENBREDELES I T[T TOWTHRW T LIz, TLEVRER
IZIEA 2 ) 7 OEROFERICOVWTOERD DY E Lz, ThE#IC, BRELBNENEFICD L THERK
ERFOTNEELDT. TOXRIGEEIHTBMTERTEIART LT

As a Coordinator, Rahman Sadniman (Bangladesh)

It was my pleasure to be a part of that program as the coordinator. Our group had speakers from
five different countries in Europe and Africa. These speakers presented about different amazing facts
about their countries. They shared their cultural aspects, history, foods, festivals and many more.
Me along with the high school students leant many interesting things about these countries. In our
group, the speakers not only just presented, but also, they played quiz games with the students. It
was vert interactive and everyone enjoyed a lot. | am grateful to the speakers, my other coordinator,
advisors, and student assistants who helped me with conducting the program. My immense gratitude
to the Hokkaido Youth Foundation for Science and Culture to organize this nice program and gave
me the chance to be part of it.
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CABO VERDE Helmano Fernandes

(Graduate student at Hokkaido University)

A i

It is always a pleasure to introduce my country. Not many people in Japan know ||V
about Cabo Verde, so | appreciate the opportunity to share my identity. Events -y
such as this, which bring cultures together, improve our abilities to interact and \ ‘)
understand our differences. | really had fun during the event. Not only | had the ,L o A
opportunity to talk about my country (see pictures below), but | also learned a lot about other cultures.
| learned about the rich religious and cultural diversity of Egypt, how Czechs love beer so much, the
educational system of Belgium, and that you shouldn’t share your Pizza.

= The Atlantic Music Expo
happens in Cabo Verde

BEAT L
12T EBFDFRITBLET.
NP> S 5
chetl > 34
> 5%
2T 3F
BFREYI1FRLNTT

Alessandra Mazza
(A ARARZ P ER IR ISR 5
| BgERE - SRImEEEY )

.......

EFEGYPT YaserElewa (Assistant professor, Hokkaido University)

Egypt is not a historical country; Egypt came first and history followed. Three kinds of festivals are
celebrated in Egypt. The Sun Festival is an ancient Egyptian myth, celebrated twice a year, in February
and October, when the sun's rays reach the innermost sanctums of the Abu Simbel Temple. The Wafar
Al-Nil festival (Loyalty to the Nile) takes place in August. The October Victory Festival is celebrated
when the Egyptian army reclaimed the Sinai Peninsula from the enemy. Education in Egypt consists
of kindergarten (2 years), primary school (6 years), preparatory school (3 years), secondary school
(3 years) and university (4, 5 or 6 years).

} = § v ety Sun Festival in Abu Simbel | S RS, S
The Wafar Al-Nil festival The Sun Festival The October Victory Festival

primary school
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BELGIUIM Sspeaker KieraVanpanteghem (AFS student)

| talked about my country Belgium is, neighboring countries, capitals and languages we speak. | also
talked about Belgian/European population and currency, language, food, comics in Belgium too. And
about Belgian education, stages of education, structure, school life, cost of going to school, etc. talked.

Artistic

Stages of education :

+ Preschool education (Japanese: %1t ) B i .
-> 2,5 years old S S .
- Primary school (Japanese: #1555 ) o Heeo aso |7 |%
-> 6 yearls old - 12 years old -> No course s ‘E
- Secondary education (Japanese: FEHE ) | Primary school gt 'E
-> 12 years old — 18 years old W 1=
-> choose your course -> Half time a job, s R—— :

half time go to school.

* 4 general types:

- General Secondary Education (ASO)

» Technical Secondary Education (TSO)
» Vocational Secondary Education (BSO) _

+ Art Secondary Education (KSO) (£)EHEER  (B) FERETREE Q EREETE)

No entrance exam
* Cost » Secondary education = free + University = > 5000 euro/year (BZAF#70 AA %)

CZECH Republic Speaker Josef Jihlavec (AFS student)

| liked the concept of international night from the beginning. Everyone in our team was very
interesting and willing to cooperate so the whole process was really fun. Even the Japanese students
who doesn't speak English very well was helped by my Japanese-speaking teammates. That was also
another sign of teamwork, the communication itself.

| was paired up with a Japanese student with whom | later found out we have birthdays on the
same day, things like these also helped us connect. Everybody was tasked to make a presentation
on their own country with the main focus being holidays and education. The cooperation with the
Japanese student went smoothly and we finished everything a week and a half in advance.

Then came the day. When | arrived, | was very surprised by the size of the event, both the place of
presentation and the number of people that arrived despite covid still being present. | was also
surprised when | saw my two good friends on the podium introducing the whole event and the
princess herself. Her speech must have been really interesting, but | maybe could have used a bit
of help, because | didn’t understand much of her presentation. Regardless of that it was still a very
nice experience meeting someone from the royal family and | don’t think I'll ever forget that.

When | was walking towards the main computer as the first one of the presenters from our group
it would be an understatement to say | was nervous, but thanks to the kahoot, which perfectly broke
the ice, | didn’t stutter once during the presentation. | also saw how everybody was actually listening
which also helped with my confidence, that was the advantage of going first, everyone was still full
of energy. I've met a lot of new interesting people there also, with some | am still in contact with.
Thank you very much for inviting me.
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Group B ICI3#Z K DERFEHET Y. QAT MR CHELOPTEL G Y ERGRBZXS I ENTERL
BOEY, 3—0Ov/\DHE5F. 77VADEXRICEEMLTESL, ERETEIEETELEE - tiF0E
BEZTOEDAICRHLTES AT LIF. INDSBANE R TeKEVERCBDHEICE S T2ET T
¥, —AC. IOFREDEPRICKY T4 XAy a VD TEGWT EIFFERT LI

P> EREELTIK)EVEERET. RECTBADBELALBELFETESI L. PHEYHHILT
BT ERREBBEICDBNVET., REEIZESLTED. FROMVEEAD. —ADREBEHEL LT,
—BTHLROERGT A XAy Y 3aVHTEBRRICROTELLEYNCE>TVET,

Assistant =#F 375 Nano Miyoshi (ItEFELZFSK)

I am very happy to have been able to participate in International Night as a high school assistant.
| thought about how important it was to get the other high school students interested in the country
of the group | was in charge of. | also made an effort to actively express my opinions in the group.
It was great to get information that | didn't know as we worked as a group. It was great to be able
to communicate directly with the people in my group, not just participate in the activities. It was a
good opportunity to broaden my horizons. Thank you so much to give me this great opportunity.
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Assistant {E£Z T3 Luna Sako (ALIRZESR)

| participated for the first time. | am not good at English. But | wanted to know about the country
directly from students living abroad, so | decided to become an assistant. | prepared a presentation
about the Czech Republic with Pepa. It made me realize that | took it for granted that there was an
ocean around my country. Other than that, the Czech Republic belongs to the EU, but money is a
unit of its own country. | didn't know what the Czech Republic was like in the first place, so everything
was a new discovery.

My dream for the future is to become a math teacher. | thought there was no need to teach in Japan
through this event. That's why I'm talking to the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers. | was very
happy to have this opportunity to find a new career path. Thank you for the wonderful time.

Comment from Phuenkratoke Natdanai (Thailand « AFS student)

| was really happy and fun joined the international night. It was a wonderful experience and most
importantly memory. As a cultural exchange student, | was so proud to share my culture and received
other cultures to share to my hometown in near future. | hope in nearly future | will be here and join
a useful event like this again.

Comment from Bin Abdul Hadi Dani Yusuffi (Malaysia - AFS student)

International Night was a very enjoyable event. It was very interesting to learn and interact with
cultures all over the world in one single place in Sapporo. The many presentations we got from many
people and the chance to ask questions about it was very valuable and fun. It was also an interesting
experience to see someone as noble as Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko of Mikasa. | think it is
very impressive and inspiring of Her Highness' achievements and studies. Meeting a lot of new people
whether it be Japanese or from other places was a really great experience and | enjoyed it very much.

Comment from Kiera Vanpanteghem (Speaker « Belgium)

| am happy that you invited me to talk about Belgium. It was a beautiful experience. | am normally
a shy girl but when | am here in Japan it's gone but | was still nervous. It was a honor to speak in
front of her highness princess Akiko to. | was just going to begin to talk about my country when her
highness came into the room. It made me more nervous. Hahahaha. Thank you all for inviting me
and AFS to this event.




Group C NonthiZ LatinfAmerica

Coordinators : Ranjani Rajagopal (India - Graduate student at Hokkaido University)
Assistant : SxHEMkF (FRPEHF ) BFHEE (BFERS) HOXE - K¥EHL (IaEEER)
Adviser : Rakesh Dixit (FIRHPEHEFR ) REFTF (FUEI1xX) /L& R (AFS AL1R )

Mexico Speaker : Lopez Ayala, Silvia Medujori (tiE#iAS A5
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Colombia 302 E7 (Speaker: Luisa)
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El Salvador Speaker: Jorge Magana

| talked about the distance from Hokkaido to El Salvador (11,869km), and | asked the students how
big they thought my country was compared to Hokkaido. Hokkaido is 4 times bigger than El Salvador,
that shocked the students quite a bit. During the presentation | mentioned a couple of things that
El Salvador is famous for, tourism being the most important one. Volcanoes and beaches are the two
main motivations for tourists to visit the country. | talked a little bit about the capital of the country,
which is the city | live in. The beaches in El Salvador are popular internationally because of surfing.
Various beaches host national and international surf competitions, and they attract a large part of
the tourists that visit the country. Also important are mountains and volcanoes. Despite its small size,
El Salvador has a lot of active and inactive volcanoes that are a popular site for hiking and ecotourism.

| also talked about various types of food we have in El Salvador. Because of its cultural roots, a big
part of our cuisine is based on corn. | love how we can transform the same ingredient into many
different dishes. At the end of the presentation, | mentioned a couple of festivities that are celebrated
in El Salvador. As we were a Spanish colony, there was a mixture of Spanish customs and the customs
of our ancestors, resulting in colorful, unique, and exciting festivals throughout the country.

| also talked about the difference of how we celebrate Christmas in El Salvador and Japan, which
is mostly a religious event celebrated with friends and family in El Salvador.

Brazil 735 3 (Speaker: Bruna)
Diversity of people and cullure A & 32
[k 3 e
Soceer HF v 1 — @3
Camivalfr— = %L
Foods B~

lapanese people in Brazil 7 7 27 -8
& LoB&EN

World cup match day is a holiday

Carnival is one week of party




Coordinator Ranjani Rajagopal (India)

I had the honor and pleasure of being the coordinator for Group C at the 45th Sapporo International
Night. The speakers in my group were from Canada, Mexico, El Salvador, Colombia and Brazil and the
main themes of their presentation were ‘Diversity’ and ‘Education system’ .

Tiara from Canada shared insight about the diversity of language and culture, education system
and popular Japanese brands in her country. The high students were also able to learn a few words
in her native language, Cree. Silvia from Mexico shared the history, diversity and celebrations in her
country and also a day in the life of a high school student in Mexico. Jorge from El Salvador spoke
about the country’s rich natural history, culture, food and celebrations. Luisa from Colombia spoke
about the diversity of nature, people and popular exports of Colombia such as coffee or flowers.
Her presentation concluded with an interactive Spanish lesson. Bruna highlighted the diversity of
cultures, people and popularity of Soccer in her country, Brazil. The high school students were
surprised to know that World cup match day is like a holiday and that Carnival is one week of parties
in Brazil!

The speakers spoke passionately about their home countries, and | am sure this broadened the
perspectives of the high school students and inspired them to study abroad. | am also grateful for the
support from the assistants and advisers who were an integral part in executing the event seamlessly.

CTIV—7F, T7S5R—=11 LB & (AFS BEBHAILIRLHZEE)
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Adviser Atsuko Kojima (Sapporo UNESCO Association)

As a director of UNESCO Sapporo, | participated as an advisor to Group C, which represented North
and Latin America. International students in Group C prepared presentations in advance about their
respective home countries’ cultures, histories, and relations with Japan, collaborating on LINE ahead
of the event. On the day of the event, all of the high school students presenting in Group C asked
questions in English. Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko of Mikasa, who gave a wonderful speech
on the theme of “Learning about Japan Abroad” in the first part, also came to the Group C classroom
and listened attentively to the students’ questions, which | believe was greatly inspiring for them.

Japanese high school students from Sapporo served as MCs in English, and foreign high school
exchange students served as MCs in Japanese. Despite the short practice period, they hosted the
event admirably, even ad-libbing when the situation called for it. | hope this event will encourage
young people to aim for the world and apply their understanding and peaceful ideals to succeed on
a global stage.
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Adviser, Rakesh Dixit, (Teacher, Sapporo Kaisei Secondary school)

| think this event was an extremely valuable experience for students, and it was both rewarding
and enjoyable for all the participants. | felt the message that came through strongly, in both Princess
Akiko’s excellent talk and the individual seminars, was twofold. Firstly, in order to achieve real
intercultural awareness and understanding we need to learn about the true situation in other cultures
and countries, and not rely on hearsay or biased information. Secondly, we should be aware that
we represent our country when we are overseas, and it is therefore necessary for us to be more
knowledgeable about its history, traditions and culture, in order to communicate this to others.

| am sure that the students who attended this event will now have increased motivation to explore
the world for themselves and contribute to a peaceful global society.

7YZALY ~ HOXE (ISEEFEEFR)
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Assistant FFHf fEE (ILIREMRBERER)

In writing this report, | would first like to thank you all. It was a great experience for me because
| did not have many opportunities to participate in activities with different nationalities. In the
beginning, | had many anxieties. | was able to communicate in English, even in poor English, but the
team members understood me. When | was able to communicate in English, | was happy to feel that
my English study had paid off, and it also made me want to study English harder. | enjoyed listening
to the introductions of many countries | did not know. Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko's lecture
was very valuable to me. When | study abroad, | would like to be prepared that | am carrying Japan
on my back, and | would like to be able to introduce my country, Japan, with confidence.

Assistant Momoko TSUKADA IRH #kF ALIREEMPESK)

Before participating in the International Night, | thought these countries were very different from
Japan. | participated in and talked many speakers as assistant, | realized they spent school life as same
as us. Although there are unique cultures such as school rules, time schedule or events, they had
talked to friendship and trend with their friends and hung out with them at movie theater or malls
as we do with our friends. Then, what speaker, other assistant and | became friends is very precious.
In the midst of the pandemic, it was great time that | could discuss many topics about environment,
government, and so on with speakers from other countries and high school students among Sapporo.
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Comment from Tan Donaviphou (Cambodia)

| think the International Night was very interesting. There are many people from different countries
that come together in one place which make the experience very exciting to me and | think other
exchange students and Japanese people feel the same too. The afternoon session was very interesting
too. | got to learn a lot of culture and things from foreign countries. In those session we interacted
by asking questions and talk about the presenter’s country. At the end was the presentation of each
group’s country and even though | wasn’t in the group with them, the details they highlight give
me a gist of each country. Moreover, | got to wear my country national costume which at least show
a bit about my country. The participation of Princess Akiko also give the event such a nice experience
for me because | got to meet such an important person in person. Overall, | think the event was very
interesting and informative.

Comment from Zhafira Alifya (Indonesia)

The international night that | participated in on December 11 become a strong memory that is
imprinted in my mind, | met many international students and also Princess Akiko, it was n honor to
meet her. This meeting not only allowed me to get to know more about their culture and themselves
but also allowed me to understand that everyone with different backgrounds and cultures has the
same opportunity to seek the highest knowledge possible, Those who proudly represent their country
inspire me to be like them. | believe this meeting has inspired many people to seek knowledge in
different parts of the world and make connections with global citizens, This meeting changed the
way | see the world, that there are many colors in it not only black and white, there are differences
that unite us all in a harmony that unites to make the world better.




Grouplip)ilhelSicountriesiinithejworld

India « Turkey - Finland - Canada + Congo

Coordinators : Yannick OLIVEIRA (Angola + Graduate Student at Hokkaido Univ.)
Assistants : fRILE - BN « IS < 54 GLIREHRER)
Advisors : REEHE (ALIREERSREG) tHEER (ERO—4% 1 — 2510 #1X)

Group D Coordinator Yannick OLIVEIRA

To me, the 44th Sapporo International Night represented a strive for a connectedness and the need
to leading the world into uniting even in difference, which got more evident with the presence and shared
experience of Princes Akiko of Mikasa, the royal family of Japan. It was an honor to act as a coordinator
to Group D of countries from the entire world regardless of continent. Sudeshna, from India provided
us with an amazing outlook of the beauty of Indian history and Architecture, its culture, and colors.
Similarly, Kubra, from Turkey presented us with the Nature and Architecture but also the culture and the
country’s love for animals and cats in special. Siiri gave us a beautiful outlook on the Finland’s education
system, seasonal differences, and nature, and long periods of night and day. Tyler, from Canada, gave us
the most interpersonal side of Canadian culture, specifically on high school culture and the significance
of “prom” . And lastly, Eric blessed us with the beauty of Congo’s culture, art production throughout
history, and language diversity. | got incredibly impressed with the questions we got from the high school
students, which showed their deep engagement and interest. | believe that at least for the students, we
managed to connect them to the world a little bit more, in hopes they pass it forward expand on that,
every day, little by little.

[Great experience] 7 FNAH— =KL GLIREHRESFZREGH)
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Bilgili Hatice
Kiibra

Lt [P W]

Finland siiri LIPPONEN (Hokkaido University)

In the presentation, | mainly focused on Finnish education
system and school life, as well as Finnish work-life balance and
how it can be seen in our lifestyles. Basic school education in
Finland has gone through some drastic changes over the years.
Digitalization is rapidly going forward, and as an example |
explained how schools use E-books and students are required
to have a laptop or some sort of tablet to complete schoolwork. These are in some cases given to
students by their schools. | also discussed the differences between Japan and Finland when it comes
to attitudes towards education. As for work-life balance, in my presentation | described how in
Finland people tend to spend their free time, or longer holidays. | mentioned Finnish saunas, summer
cottage culture, everyman’ s rights and simply how in general nature is often a big part of our free
time activities. This can perhaps be explained by how prevalent nature is in Finland in the first place,
as most of our land is covered either by forests or lakes.
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[WE CANNOT ALWAYS BUILD THE FUTURE FOR OUR YOUTH,
BUT WE CAN BUILD OUR YOUTH FOR THE FUTURE]
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Comment from Phommavohane Somsiri (Raos * AFS student)

The 45th Sapporo International night, for me, is very heart-warming to meet other international
students as we came from different cultures, but we are all experiencing Japanese culture which
there are a lot of differences to adapt to and to share with. Also, we here as a representative of our
own country. Besides the global learners, it was very honoring her highness, Princess Akiko, who
graciously told us about her life as an exchange student in Oxford university. | am glad to hear and
see her highness in person, it is very surprising for me because in my home country there is no Loyal
family. The organisation of the event is so successful everything is set ready and very punctual.
Thank you to the organisation staff who organised this wonderful event and created an opportunity
for international students in Sapporo to meet each other.

Comment from Dalloran Alyssa Meg (Filipina * AFS student)

World peace is only attainable if we equip ourselves with knowledge of other people’s culture and
beliefs. This is what | learned from the International Night. If it weren’t for the event, | wouldn't have
been enlightened about the different circumstances that people from overseas go through. It was
such a heartwarming experience, what with meeting and hearing the Imperial Princess Akiko of
Mikasa. Her speech about what she learned from Oxford University made me admire her even more.
It also made me strive to do even better in my studies. As an exchange student, it was also an honor
to meet other exchange students from all over the world. Being able to ask and discuss things about
their own countries was a worthwhile memory. With the knowledge | have learned through the event,
| plan to even make my exchange memorable.

Comment from Ariyadasa Sathushmi Nethara (SriLanka - AFS student)

Currently I'm in a cultural exchange program named Asia Kakehashi. | love representing my country
and its culture. International night was a chance for me to represent my country wearing the national
costume. | asked many questions from everyone and gained lots of knowledge. Now | want to try
Indian food, buy the ‘Evil Eye’ from Turkey and see beautiful sunsets in Finland. We were honored to
meet Princess Akiko. Her speech was really inspirational. Also, it would be great if there was a dance,
song or musical cultural performance from a country. Then it would've been more entertaining and
enjoyable. | thank everyone who invited us to join this wonderful event. It was an unforgettable day
filled with unforgettable experiences.

Comment from Abiyyu Zaki Musyaffa (Indonesia + AFS student)

| think the event was very educational. | learnt many things about other countries. | enjoyed the
presentations. Probably there is one thing that | want to have if | can join event like this again. The
presentations was amazing, but | think it will be a great idea if we can have more interaction with
the guest speakers. Like quizes or games. | think it will make the event even more interesting.

Comment from Wnag Che (FE - AFS student)
HOERDEEDLAPERGEEZFUE LI, TOLE BROEEED ETAHHLTARDDIFEL
feo TNHICEDVT, BADHEDBETCEZ DRREZEKR LE Lc, TDHBERDESICE DD,
BIRZENT HTcoHIid. EDRGIRE EBNDBEGDOHFEIL Y DDV E Lic, BbBEIAHEL &
AIETF ¥ 2V AZERITENfc EICRHLE T,
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The 3rd Part (58 38B) : Presentation “Let’s Share!”
<15:30 ~ 17:00> "Eminence Hall” (Keio plaza hotel Sapporo)

(
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Greetings of Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko of Mikasa
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Canada #1734 (Speaker: Tiara)
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Teachers wear Halloween costumes
You can wear Pajamas to school

School rules are different from Japan

[n the third part, "Presentation; Let's Share!", key staff from four groups from 19 countries who
introduced their countries in the second part of the seminar gave group reports in front of 245
participants from 29 countries, including Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko of Mikasa.

Many high school students, who filled the hall in particular, listened attentively to the unique and
fascinating reports, which focused not only on the history and culture of each country, but also on the
educational environment in particular. The role of each presenter was shared by the International
Student Co-ordinator of the Graduate University and the high school students, demonstrating some
of the growth that the high school students have developed over the 45 editions of the conference.

The day was a reminder that [Sapporo International Night], with its unwavering track record in
event management even during the period of great turmoil caused by the coronavirus and the
Ukrainian crisis, will soon celebrate half a century since its inception. (M. Iguchi)
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The 45th Commemorative SAPPORO INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
[Number of Participants:245] (The Tst part : 221, The 3rd part: 230)

Japanese (195 persons) High school students (21 schools) 129
College students (1 school) 1

Persons in general (Adviser, Supporter and others) 46

Guests & others 32

Foreigners (37 persons) University & graduate students 20 (20 countries) 20
(31 countries)  High school students 14 (13 countries) 14

High school teachers 3( 2countries) 3

Total 245

Europe (5 countries) : England. Bergiem. Italy. Finland. Czech

Africa (4 countries) : Egypt. Angola. Congo. Cabo Verde

North, C., S. America (5 countries) : Canada. USA. Brazil. Mexico. Columbia

Asia (16 countries) : Turkey. Kazakhstan. India. Srilanka. Laos. Bangladesh. Nepal.
Cambodia. Thailand. Vietnam. Malaysia. Indonesia. Philippines. China. Taiwan+Japan

Oceania (1 country) : Australia
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SERETIEBEDE X ALD ~Comments from high school Emcees~

)

Ruzgar Ozgonul (Turkey / AFS Student)

This year | was appointed as one of the emcees
for the 45th Commemorative Sapporo International
Night. As the emcee group, we worked hard on
polite Japanese patterns, maintaining the flow
of sentences and diction a lot. Thanks to all this
hard work, personally, | became aware of Japanese
language riches and improved my public speaking
ability very much.

| had the opportunity to listen to many cultures
in the world, all over the world. When | was listening
all the conversations, | realized, knowing different
cultures, visiting other countries and meeting
different people make to understand the purpose
of life. Or the way to be happy, to be colorful.

This year, Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko
of Mikasa attended there. Princess's speech was
met with great applause by the participants. It was
more honorable for me to see The Princess face
to face. Because Princess is the President of the
Turkish Association, she helped my country gain
sympathy in Japan as a result of his numerous
visits and archeological studies in Turkey. So | was
very happy to present as a emcee in front of The
Her Imperial Highness Princess Akiko of Mikasa
this year. It was definitely an unforgettable moment
for me.

I would like to thank all my teacher at Ritsumikan
Keisho and other everyone for their support. It
was an unforgettable day with your support.

& 7 in B QIMEEERR)

First of all, thank you for all organizers to held a
great event. It was very interesting for me to know
a lot of countries. | was in charge of Emcee. It was
my first experience to host in front of many people,
so | was nervous whole time | was hosting. But
after deciding to do Emcee, we got together with

other Emcee members and practiced many times.

42

We did not have enough time to perfect it, but
we practiced hard in the short time we had and |
think we did our roles as Emcee well. | dont think
| will have many experiences like this in my future
life. So, | am very happy to have had this valuable
experience. | would like to participate again if the
opportunity arises. Thank you very much.

Thu Huyen Tran (Vietnam  AFS Student)

SE. MHTREZEYELE Lic, FHTDEER
TETHERLELD ERICTKRABDIENTE.
BHDBEICDEAVE L., B4ET7IY TV
LHY. FCIFRICIFEEBENEBOE LD, %
PN=hrF— BYDALBICEMITENTERD
AR ZEIR S T ENTEX Lice —ERdn. Bubic
PRHABEDEEHFTENEZ D LETNIEERL
Flfco TEEFEHREDAITHAEW, HFRICIF <
TADOBBLHINTWNS T EEHY . BADER
ADEDOITEE LTce REDBFEEDHPERD
FENSELEBDDRRICRICIDOT LEZRST
ENTEE LT, SRIBFAICEDTETHREESER
BEEREBYE L, AHITB#SCEVWE L

h BBzt (IeEEEERR)
First of all, | want to appreciate for having the
chance like this opportunity. This experience was
very beneficial for me. | had never been MCin front
of so many people, and | felt | would never have
had such an opportunity in the future if | had just
spent my life in a normal way. Therefore, it made
me very nervous, because the script arrived later
than | had imaged. So | could not practice until |
was satisfied with it, and also | had the fear of being
watched by so many people. | felt that it is not easy
to be that nervous. The generous support they
gave us when we were nervous was a great help.
Thank you so much for letting us have this kind
of experience.
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Ms. Sanae Takakuwa, Teacher.
Sapporo Yamanote High School

| participated in this event as a high school teacher
for the second time. This time, the extraordinary
guest speaker, Her Imperial Highness Princess
Akiko of Mikasa, made it truly unforgettable.

| was pleasantly surprised that her major at Oxford
was the history of the kilt. She kindly provided
basic information about the garment for some of
the young audience who were unfamiliar with it.
| admire her will and determination to pursue that
topic to study, which must have been a tremendous
challenge for somebody who had been born and
brought up somewhere far away from the Scottish
culture.

Given that many students who are eager to study
abroad have been deprived of such opportunities
due to the pandemic for the past few years, this
international event has made a big difference.
One of my students didn’t miss the opportunity
to talk to an international student in English, and
he felt very proud and happy after having a little
chat with him. | appreciate all the time and efforts
the people involved in this event had put in
making it a great success, even in the midst of
the pandemic.
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